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Raving About Reading   
 

“The best advice I ever got was that knowledge is power and to keep reading.” 
-David Bailey 

It seems like just yesterday when we were together in the gymnasium celebrating the start to a 
new school year. Since then, our teachers have been working hard with your children and on 
our building goals. The January newsletter highlighted the wonderful mathematics work that 
has been happening K-4 with the implementation of the new Investigations resources. We are 
also happy to share that we are making strong headway with our building goals in the area of 
literacy as we broaden the instructional resources used in our literacy support program and 
strengthen our reading program. 

 

Our literacy support department is now implementing Fountas and Pinnell’s Leveled Literacy 
Intervention program (LLI) as they work with our students. LLI is a supplementary, research-
based literacy intervention program that is designed to target small groups of students and 
support expedited progress. Readers are engaged in systematic instruction through the use of 
engaging texts for the purposes of enhancing their proficiency with decoding words, deepening 
their understanding of texts, reading fluently, developing their word knowledge and 
strengthening their written expression. At the classroom level, each grade level team has 
dedicated a tremendous amount of thoughtful energy to collaboratively craft an author study 
that is designed to inspire passion for reading and tailored to the needs of the students on the 
grade. Each unit of study has been aligned to the Common Core Standards and strategically 
developed to guide children in the exploration of key ideas and details, craft and structure and 
the integration of knowledge and ideas. 

 

There are seven big ideas that we want students to come away with over the course of the 
author study. First, readers gather and read texts by authors they love. This is modeled through 
the use of mentor texts that teachers are using to facilitate instruction. Kindergarten through 
fourth grade, our teams have selected Ezra Jack Keats, Kevin Henkes, Tomie DePaola, Patricia 
Polacco, and Chris Van Allsburg, respectively.  These mentor authors are intended to inspire 
children to then read multiple texts at their independent reading levels by authors who pique 
their interest. The second big idea is that readers notice similarities and differences among the 
texts by authors they love. As they move through the author study, students will engage in 
deep noticing work, recognize recurring elements and imagery and develop theories about the 
authors they are exploring. The third big idea is that readers try to find out more about their 
favorite authors’ lives. Intimately related to that is the fourth big idea; readers wonder where 



authors get their ideas. Through learning more about the writer behind the text, children come 
to find that the rich context surrounding the author’s life and prior experiences are pivotal to 
the work. Fifth, readers look for themes that run throughout their favorite authors’ books. By 
developing a recognition that the themes authors incorporate across texts are often recurring, 
readers are better prepared to access and understand the content of an unfamiliar text written 
by the same author. Conceptually connected to that is the sixth big idea; readers notice their 
favorite author’s writing style and craft. Children come to recognize that each author has a 
unique “fingerprint” that can be gleaned within and across his or her texts. The seventh, and 
final, big idea is that readers talk about their favorite authors and recommend them to others.  
As we work to encourage our students to become passionate learners, we want to electrify 
their interest in reading.  We want them to to fall in love with books and aspire to emulate the 
authors who write them.   

 

Within the next month or so, teams will be finishing their author studies and bringing them to 
life in the classroom, if they have not already done so.  As an integral part of our 
implementation, we are very eager to learn from the children, who always serve as a key source 
of feedback to inform our next steps. At home, you can help us to keep the author study “bug” 
alive by keying into any authors your children express interest in.  A quick trip to the library can 
yield a tremendous wealth of texts by that author and a quick, supported visit to the internet 
can reveal the author’s unique journey.  Thank you for your ongoing partnership to support our 
growing readers! 

 

Bobcat Chat 
• The first Friday of each month is a Bobcat Spirit Day!  We encourage you to send your child to 

school wearing Ardsley spirit attire or blue and gold. 
• Our PPLT has been deeply engaged in analyzing our dismissal process with the hope of 

strengthening our current systems. Thank you for helping us by completing the recent dismissal 
survey. Your feedback has served to inform our thinking and next steps. 

• May is Allergy Awareness Month. Visit the Allergy Protocols link under the Parent tab of the 
Concord Road webpage to learn more about how we can work together to keep students with 
allergies at Concord Road safe throughout the month of May and every day!   

  



Bobcat Book Nook 

 

Take a look at the books in the book nook! 

Beginning Readers: 

Bruno and Lulu’s Playground Adventuresby Patricia Lakin, illustrated by Kirstie Edmunds 
(Dial BFYR/Penguin, $16.99) 
978-0-8037-3553-8 
Two friends, a squirrel and a chipmunk, enjoy a rollicking time together, by mixing pretend 
play with action. Bold, colorful digital illustrations.  (5-7) 

Coming of Age: 

Frances Dean Who Loved to Dance and Dance written and illustrated by 
Birgitta Sif 
(Candlewick Press, $15.99) 
978-0-7636-7306-2 
Will shy Frances Dean learn to share her talent with others? Perhaps a new friend can help. 
Digitally penciled and colored illustrations. (5-9)   

Concept Books: 

Take Away the A: An Alphabeast of a Book by Michael Escoffier, illustrated by 
Kris Di Giacomo 
(Enchanted Lion Books, $17.95) 
978-1-59270-156-8 
A new word is created as one letter is removed from each word. Whimsical illustrations link 
the two words in mini adventures. (5-8)     

Humor: 

The Cat, the Dog, Little Red, the Exploding Eggs, the Wolf, and Grandmawritten and 
illustrated by D. Fox and C. Fox 
(Scholastic Press, $16.99) 
978-0-545-69481-0 
In this comical metafiction exchange, as Cat reads a classic fairy tale she must endure Dog’s 
constant queries. Sketch-style sparse color illustrations. (6-10)     

Today: 

*Abuelo by Arthur Dorros, illustrated by Raúl Colón 
(Harper/HarperCollins, $17.99) 
978-0-06-168627-6 
Watercolor and pencil paintings illustrate the memories of a boy’s days riding the pampas 
with his grandfather. Spanish words appear in context. (6-8) 

Poetry: 

Water Rolls, Water Rises/El Agua Rueda, El Agua Sube by Pat Mora, illustrated by Meilo So 
(Children’s Book Press/Lee & Low, $18.95)  978-0-89239-325-1 



These poetic tributes to water in all its moods, movements, and majesty inspire gratitude 
and awe. Bilingual English and Spanish text. Illustrations add energy, location, and beauty. 
(7-10)     

Biography and Memoir: 

The Pilot and the Little Prince: The Life of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry written and illustrated 
by Peter Sís 
(Frances Foster Books/Farrar Straus & Giroux BFYR/Macmillan, $17.99) 
978-0-374-38069-4 
A spare narrative, meaty captions, and detailed colorful illustrations depict the connections 
between Saint-Exupéry’s life and that of The Little Prince. (6-9) 

Recommended by the Children’s Book Committee at Bank Street College of Education 

https://www.bankstreet.edu/center-childrens-literature/childrens-book-committee/best-books-year/2015-edition/ 
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